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EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
Committee: Standards Committee Date: Tuesday, 11 April 2006 
    
Place: Civic Offices, High Street, Epping Time: 7.30  - 8.10 pm 
  
Members 
Present: 

Dr D Hawes (Chairman), Ms M Marshall, G Weltch, Councillors 
Mrs D Borton, Mrs P Smith, J Salter and K Percy 

  
Other 
Councillors: 

(none) 

  
Apologies: (none) 
  
Officers 
Present: 

G Lunnun (Democratic Services Manager), C O'Boyle (Head of Legal, 
Administration and Estates) and I Willett (Head of Research and Democratic 
Services) 

  
 

39. MINUTES  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the minutes of the Committee meeting held on 14 February 2006 be 

taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 

40. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
No declarations of interest were made pursuant to the Council's Code of Member 
Conduct. 
 

41. ALLEGATIONS ABOUT THE CONDUCT OF DISTRICT AND PARISH/TOWN 
COUNCILLORS - CURRENT POSITION  
 
The Committee noted the current position on allegations made to the Standards 
Board for England regarding District and Parish/Town Councillors. 
 

42. ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF STANDARDS COMMITTEES  
 
The Committee received details of the fifth Annual Assembly of Standards 
Committees being held at the ICC, Birmingham on 16 and 17 October 2006. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 (1) That no representative be appointed to attend this year's annual 

assembly; 
 

(2) That the attention of members of the Committee be drawn to any suitable 
courses regarding the ethical framework being run during the year which 
come to the attention of officers. 
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43. EXEMPT INFORMATION  
 
The Committee noted that on 1 March 2006, changes had been made to legislation 
which affected hearings of Standards Committees.  The changes related to the 
provisions regarding the access to meetings of local authorities and the availability of 
documents relating to such meetings.  Principal councils could exclude the press and 
public from a meeting whenever it was likely that there would be a disclosure of 
exempt information and the changes, which had been made, were in relation to the 
categories of exempt information.  Members were advised that the categories of 
exempt information specifically relating to Standards Committee hearings were 
largely unaffected, although they had been renumbered.  The Standards Board 
remained of the view that hearings should generally be held in public. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the changes made to the categories of exempt information be noted. 
 

44. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
The Committee noted that the calendar for 2006/07 provided for meetings of the 
Committees on 18 July 2006, 17 October 2006, 27 February 2007 and 25 April 2007. 
 

45. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the item of 

business set out below on the grounds that it would involve the likely 
disclosure of exempt information as defined in the paragraphs of Part 1 of 
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 and that maintaining the 
exemption is considered to outweigh the potential public interest in disclosing 
the information: 

 
 Agenda Subject Exempt Information 
 Item No  and Paragraph Number 
 
 9 Adjudication Sub-Committees 1 and 2 
 

46. ADJUDICATION SUB-COMMITTEES  
 
The Committee noted that two reports of local investigating officers had not yet been 
received.  The Deputy Monitoring Officer who was undertaking one of the 
investigations drew attention to the amount of time required to undertake such an 
investigation.  He advised that he expected to be in a position to issue a report in late 
April/early May 2006.  He also advised that the Monitoring Officer of an adjoining 
authority undertaking the other investigation was working to a similar timescale. 
 
The Committee discussed the resources required to undertake investigations, the 
problems arising from officers being conflicted out of the process as a result of 
having given advice at an early stage and the likelihood of more cases being referred 
for local investigation by the Standards Board for England.  Attention was also drawn 
to the cost of engaging investigators from the private sector.   
 
Members noted that in view of the need for matters to be determined within a period 
of three months from the date of receipt of investigation reports it might be necessary 
to arrange for an additional meeting of this Committee to consider the reports. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the annual report of this Committee include reference to the need for 

adequate resources to be provided in order to be able to undertake local 
investigations. 

 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 
 


